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Jozr 11. 15, 16, 17. 


Blow the trumpet in Zion, fanflify a faſt, call a ſolemn 
aſſembly : Gather the people, ſanctiſy the congregation, 
aſſemble the elders, gather the children and thoſe that 
fuck the breaſt : let the bridegroom go forth of has cham- 
ber, and the bride out of her cloſet. Let the priefts, the 
miniſters of the Lord, weep between, the porch and the 
altar, and let them fay, ſpare thy people, O Lord, and 
give not thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen 
Should rule over them: Wherefore ſhould they jay a- 
mong the people, where is their God ? 


$f Hp Jews, at this time, were threatened with 
| very heavy and grievous judgments. 'Theſe are 
moſt ſtrikingly and affectingly repreſented in the 
fore part of this chapter. But as the language 1s ve- 
ry figurative, it is the more difficult to aſcertain, with 
preciſion, what thoſe judgments were, zo which the 
Jews were in danger, It is obvious, however, that 
they were threatened both with famine and the 
ſword, which not unfrequently go together. 

In the preceding Chapter, which begins the book, 
the Prophet ſays, © Hear this, ye old men, and give 
ear all ye inhabitants of the land, hath this been iu 
your days, or even in the days of your fathers? Tell 
ye your children of it, arid let your children tell 
their children, and their children another generation. 
That which the palmer worm hath left, hath the lo- 

| cult 
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cuſt eaten; and that which the locuſt hath left, hath 
the cankerworm eaten; and that which the canker- 
worm hath left, hath the caterpillar -eaten.” The 
Prophet here mentions four ſorts of inſe&s which, 
devoured the country: whence enſued, as the Jew- 
iſn Interpreters tell us, a four year's famine. The 
Prophet continues his diſcourſe upon the ſame ſub- 
Jett and ſpeaks in the ſecond Chapter as was hinted 
above. But as part of what he ſays ſeems altogether 
inapplicable to theſe devouring inſects, and perfectly 
applicable to an army of men, it appears in the high- 
eſt degree probable that he had particular reference 
to foreign invaders, as the Aſſyrians, or Babylonians 


who were both a terror and a ſcourge to the Jews for 


a long time. Theſe mighty ſwarms of inſets, par- 
ticularly the locuſts, are ſuppoſed to be emblematic- 
al of thoſe great and formidable armies of their ene- 
mies, which were vaſtly the maſt to be dreaded. 

But in order to eſcape theſe evils which their fins 
occaſioned, the Prophet in the name of the Lord, 
direfts them to ſolemn humiliation, faſting and 
prayer. „Blow the trumpet in Zion, ſanttify a faſt, 
call a ſolemn aſſembly.” In this and the two follow- 
ing verſes, there is not much that needs particular 
explanation: It appears to have been the mode at 
Jeruſalem to ſummon the people together on relig- 
ious occaſions by the ſounding of the trumpet: and 
the Prophet directs to have all deſcriptions of them 
aſſembled, at this time, for the purpoſe of faſting and 
prayer. „Gather the people, ſanctify the congre- 
gation, aſſemble the elders, gather the children and 
thoſe that ſuck the breaſt; let the bridegroom go 


forth of his chamber, and the bride out of her cloſet.” 


By this it appears that not only the generality of peo- 
ple, and thoſe who, on account of their age, office, 


Or 


CF] 

or profeſſion, were ſtiled elders, were to be aſſem- 
bled; but alſo youth and little children were re- 
quired to be preſent and to faſt, as they were of 
Nineveh ; and even young married people, who by 
the Jewiſh laws were exempted from certain duties 
which others were required to perform, could not, 
on this peculiar oecaſion, be excufed from appearing 
in humble proſtration before the Lord. It is added, 
% Let the prieſts, the miniſters of the Lord, weep be- 
tween the porch and the altar; and let them fay, 
ſpare thy people, O Lord, and give not thine heri- 
tage to reproach, that the heathen ſhould rule over 
them : Wherefore ſhould they fay among the peo- 
ple, where is their God?” Between the porch and 
the altar in Solomon's Temple, was the place where 
the prieſts were commanded to ſtand to perform 
public ſervice. There they at this time were to ap- 
pear, and intercede for the people, that God would 
pardon their fins and avert from them the tokens 
of his diſpleaſure. They were to plead their cove- 
nant relation to the Moſt High, that he had choſen 
and adopted them to be his peculiar people; and 
had acknowledged them for many ages as his heri- 
tage, which would be greatly reproached in cafe he 
ſhould fuffer them to be deſtroyed, either by famine 
or the ſword. And fo long as they acknowledged 
Jehovah for their God, and he owned them for 
his pecuhar people, it would indeed, be a reproach 
to his heritage for their idolatrous enemies, who had 
nothing to do with the true God, to rule over them. 
And it would reſled diſhonor upon the Deity him- 
ſelf, as their enemies who believed not in Jehovah, 
or if they did, were unwilling to aſcribe more perfec- 
tion to him than they did to their own deities, would 
naturally pretend, that the God of the Jews was un- 

able 


E 


able to deliver them out of their hands; and it is not 


improbable, would upbraid them with the weakneſs 
or inatientzoh of their God. © Wherefore fhould 
the heathen ſay among the people, Where is their Cod?“ 
They might boaſt of their own might, and triumph 
over the Jews, as the latter did over Chriſt upon the 
croſs, ſaying, „He truſted in God; let him deliver 
him now. if he will have him.” 

Time will not permit me to attend particularly to 
all the ideas contained in the text; but the following 
propoſition, which comports with my preſent defign, 


appears to be fairly deducible from it; namely, that. 


it is the duty of all deſcriptions of people who have 
provoked the Lord to threaten them with his judg- 
ments, to appear publicly before him, to humble 
themſelves in his preſence, by ſolemn faſting and 
prayer; and in this way to implore his aid. That 
this was required of the Jews, it is apparent from the 
view of the ſubje& we have taken, We ſhall there- 
fore take it for granted, that it is our duty to do the 
fame in feaſons of peculiar difficulty and danger, 
like the preſent : and proceed, without further de- 
lay, to enquire what reaſons there are for our hum- 
bling ourſelves before the Lord, by ſolemn fafting, 


repentance and prayer. Among others the follow- 
ing may be conſidered. 


1. Our numerous and aggravated ſins peculiarly 


require, that we ſhould perform this great duty. 
The heavy charge that was brought againſt the diſo- 
bedient Jews, ſeems but too applicable to us. 
Says the Prophet, „Hear, O heavens, and give ear, 
O carth, for the Lord hath ſpoken, I have nouriſhed 
and brought up children, and they have rebelled 
againſt me. The ox knoweth his owner and the aſs 
his waſter's crib: but Iſrael doth not know, my peo- 


ple 
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ple doth not conſider. Ah! ſinful nation, a people 
laden with iniquity, a feed of evil doers, children 
that are 'corrupters! They have forſaken the Lord, 
they have provoked the Holy One of Iſrael to an- 
ger, they are gone away backward.” —This ſhocking 
deſcription the Prophet gives of the Jews. 

It is not ſuppoſable, however, that all of them, as 
bad as they were, had actually forfaken the Lord; 
but there was a very great and general declenſion 
from him: And is it not, even fo amongſt us ? It moſt 
certainly is, and to deny it, is not to confeſs and 
forſake our fins, that we may have mercy, but to 
hide them. | 
What rendered the Jews the more criminal, and 
therefore diſpleafing to Heaven was, they had ſhock- 
ingly abuſed fignal privileges. “I have nouriſhed 
and brought up children,” faith the Lord, «and they 
have rebelled againſt me.” Jehovah did great things 
for that favored people, and furniſhed them with 

eculiar advantages to be fruitful in good works. 

his himſelf declares by the fame Prophet Iſaiah, 
where he compares his people to a vineyard planted 
in a very fertile ſpot of ground, and prepared in the 
beſt manner for fruitfulneſs. And I wiſh I could 
in truth ſay the ſame does not render us, as a people, 
peculiarly criminal ; but this I cannot, for the in- 
| habitants of our country have been, without contro- 
verſy, very highly privileged, both in a civil and re- 
ligious view. 

This Land was peopled generally with a virtuous 
and worthy ſet of inhabitants. Becauſe our fore- 
fathers could not enjoy the rights of men and of 
Chriſtians, in their native country, they came to this 
new world in ſearch of freedom. At leaſt, the 
cauſe of religion was one great reaſon of their emi- 
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able to deliver them out of their hands; and it is not 
improbable, would upbraid them with the weakneſs 
or inatientzoh of their God. “ Wherefore ſhould 
the heathen ſay among the people, Where is their God?“ 
They might boaſt of their own might, and triumph 
over the Jews, as the latter did over Chriſt upon the 
croſs, ſaying, „He truſted in God; let him deliver 
him now. if he will have him.” 

Time will not permit me to attend particularly to 
all the ideas contained in the text ; but the following 
propoſition, which comports with my preſent deſign, 


appears to be fairly deducible from it; namely, that 


it is the duty of all deſcriptions of people who have 
provoked the Lord to threaten them with his judg- 
ments, to appear publicly before him, to humble 
themſelves in his preſence, by ſolemn faſting and 
prayer; and in this way to implore his aid. That 
this was required of the Jews, it is apparent from the 
view of the ſubje& we have taken. We ſhall there- 
fore take it for granted, that it 1s our duty to do the 
ſame in feafons of peculiar difficulty and danger, 
like the preſent : and proceed, without further de- 
lay, to enquire what reaſons there are for our hum- 
bling ourſelves before the Lord, by ſolemn faſting, 
repentance and prayer. Among others the follow- 
ing may be conſidered. 7 8 

1. Our numerous and aggravated ſins peculiarly 
require, that we ſhould perform this great duty. 
The heavy charge that was brought againſt the diſo- 
bedient Jews, ſeems but too applicable to us. 
Says the Prophet, „Hear, O heavens, and give ear, 
O earth, for the Lord hath ſpoken, I have nouriſhed 
and brought up children, and they have rebelled 
againſt me. The ox knoveth his owner and the aſs 
bis maſter's crib: but Iſrael doth not know, my peo- 
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ple doth not conſider. Ah! ſinful nation, a people 
laden wich iniquity, a ſeed of evil doers, children 
that are corrupters! They have forſaken the Lord, 
they have provoked the Holy One of Iſrael to an- 
ger, they are gone away backward.” —This ſhocking 
deſcription the Prophet gives of the Jews. 

It is not ſuppoſable, however, that all of them, as 
bad as they were, had actually forfaken the Lord; 
but there was a very great and general declerfion 
from him: And is it not, even fo amongſt us ? It moſt 
certainly is, and to deny it, is not to confeſs and 
forſake our fins, that we may have mercy, but to 
hide them. 

What rendered the Jews the more criminal, and 
therefore diſpleafing to Heaven was, they had ſhock- 
ingly abuſed fignal privileges. „I have nouriſhed 
and brought up children,” faith the Lord, “and they 
have rebelled againſt me.” Jehovah did great things 
for that favored people, and furniſhed them with 

eculiar advantages to be fruitful in good works. 

his himſelf declares by the fame Prophet Iſaiah, 
where he compares his people to a vineyard planted 
in a very fertile ſpot of ground, and prepared in the 
beſt manner for fruitfulneſs. And I wiſh I could 
in truth ſay the ſame does not render us, as a people, 
peculiarly criminal ; but this I cannot, for the in- 
habitants of our country have been, without contro- 
verſy, very highly privileged, both in a civil and re- 
ligious view. 

This Land was peopled generally with a virtuous 
and worthy ſet of inhabitants. Becauſe our fore- 
fathers could not enjoy the rights of men and of 
Chriſtians, in their native country, they came to this 
new world in ſearch of freedom. At leaſt, the 
caule of religion was one great reaſon of their emi- 
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gration: and Heaven was pleaſed to ſmile very te- 
markably on their laudable undertaking. God ev- 
idently was their friend and Almighty protector. 
They bad innumerable difficulties to encounter, but 
Divine Providence enabled them to ſurmount and 
overcome them all. They got not the land in poſ- 
ſeſſion by their own ſtrength, neither did their own 
arm ſave them: but the ſame Almighty and gra- 
cious Being who inclined them to croſs the wide 
Atlantic; under every diſadvantage, for the ſake of 
religion, drove out their enemies before them and 
gave to them and to their poſterity this happy land 
of light and freedom. Nor did they loſe fight of 
their firft noble object, which was religion: but 
wherever there were ſettlements of any conſidera— 
ble magnitude, churches were planted, and Heaven 
{upplied them with faithful paſtors. Theſe did not 
labor in vain, nor ſpend their ſtrength for nought ; 
tor God was pleaſed to pour down of his Spirit upon 
the people, and his bleſſing upon their offspring. 

From ſuch a beginning, what might not have been 
expected? And notwithſtanding our barrenneſs in 
the vineyard of our bounteous Lord, more eſpecially 
of late, he has not deprived us of our ineſtimable 
privileges. The goſpel always has been unmoleſted- 
ly enjoyed in our favored country : and a free dil- 
cuſſion of religious ſubjetts in the way moſt agrecable 
to the people, has never been denicd to any. The 
rights of conſcience are well underſtood, and have 
ever been held ſacred in this land of freedom. 

As for helps upon moral and religious ſubjetts, if 
the writings of the greateſt and beſt of men may be 
conſidered ſuch, we are favored with as good as the 
world affords; and the inhabitants in general are 
much abler to obtain them, than are almoſt any other 

people 
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people in the world. © Peace has generally been in 


our borders, and proſperity within our palaces.” We 


do not ſee ſcarcely any other people ſo amply fur- 


niſhed with religious advantages. In what quarter 
of the Globe ſhall we find a nation whoſe condition, 
all things conſidered, is ſo favorable to improve- 


ments in morality and piety ? Now let me aſk, how. 


have we improved our ſingular advantages? Have 
we, like the good and faithful ſervants, added to our 
talents? Or like the flothful one, hid our Lord's 
money? This is a ſerious enquiry, and it becomes us 
to confeſs the truth that we may obtain forgiveneſs ; 
but if we do, we ſhall frankly own we have been ex- 
tremely unfruitful in good works, and are highly de- 
ſerving the judgments of heaven. Inſtead of provin 
ourſelves to be loyal ſubjeas to our rightful Sove- 
reign, we have trampled his authority under our 
feet, and practically ſaid, We will not have him to 
rule over us.” We have far departed from thoſe 
paths of virtue aud piety in which our anceſtors 
walked, 

There are thoſe, I am ſenſible, who do not believe 
people are worſe now, than they were formerly : but 
ſuch, it may be preſumed, do not make the Scrip- 
tures the criterion of goodneſs. 

Theſe ſtrictly require, among other things, that 
the Lord's day ſhall be kept holy, and be devoted to 
the purpoſes of religion : that public worthip ſhall be 
ſacredly regarded, and attended, at leaſt weekly, by 
all deſcriptions of people : that family religion 
ſhall be maintained, and parental government ſup- 


ported: that parents and heads of families ſhall do 


their utmoſt to teach their children and domeſtics the 


fear of the Lord: that all, whether old or young, 


bond or free, male or female, ſhall be moral, tempe- 
rates 


(a) 


rate, and chaſte. In a word, that we all ſhall * fear 
God and keep his commandments.” That the Ho. 
ly Scriptures require every one of theſe things, no 
ſincere believer in divine revelation will deny. Nor 
will any judicious perion pretend, that theſe require- 
ments are regarded even half ſo much as they were 
formerly. For now it is undeniable that the moſt cor. 
rupt and nefarious principles are cheriſhed, culti. 
vated, and induſtriouſly ſpread over the land. That 
not a few of our citizens have quite“ forſaken the 
Lord God of their fathers,” and become praftical 
Atheiſts. That multitudes of them have turned 
down-right deiſts, rejecting the holy Scriptures al- 
together. That valt numbers of thoſe who profeſs 
belief in divine revelation, have embraced principles, 
which are clearly repugnant both to Scripture and 
reaſon. And as a natural conſequence of theſe 
thiags, the moſt abominable practices prevail, and 


even. triumph amongſt us. Witneſs the ſhameful. 


profanation of the holy Sabbath by a large claſs of 
people: the general negle ct of public worſhip and 
all religious inſtitutions: the want of family religion, 
as well as of parental government: and the rapid pre- 
valency of immorality in almoſt every ſhape. 

Some very heinous and abominable practices merit 
to be particularized, eſpecially profane fwearimg, gam- 
bling, and unchaſtity. Theſe are become in a meaſure 
current and reputable, But this was not the cafe 

formerly. Although our predeceſſors were, in many 
reſpetts, bad as well as we; yet they neither neglett- 


ed the duties, nor praiſed the vices, above men- 


tioned, or others as great, in any degree, as we have 
done. Since the remembrance of many of us, a 
6:/believer in divine revelation, a proſaner of the Lord's 
day, a neglecter of public worſhip, and I might almoſt 
ada 
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add, of family prayer, was ſeldom to be found, Nor 
were the other practices juſt mentioned in any meaſ- 
ure ſo faſhionable and prevalent, as they are at this 
day. O! whata dreadful reverſe hath taken place! 
How common is it to fee our country roads occu- 
pied with travellers, and even teams on holy time! 

And every year evidently increaſes the number of 
ſabbath-breakers. Nor is there virtue enough in 
our leading characters, who hold the reins of Govern- 
ment, to put a ſtop to this heaven provoking in, al- 
though it might be done with the greateſt eaſe ! 
They deſignedly make ineſfectual laws, and people, a 
jew excepted, love to have it fo. They chooſe to 
be at their liberty to honor their Maker, and to dif- 
honor him alternately, as it ſuits their intereſt or in— 
clination. Thus both rulers and ruled ſeem to be 
generally agreed in trampling all divine authority 
under foot. And now let me aſk, whether our fins 
committed againſt ſo much light, and under ſuch pe- 
culiar advantages, do not loudly call for humiliation 
and repentance ? If what you have heard be true, 
they certainly do; and that it is true as the goſpel 
itſelf, I appeal to every one whoſe conſcience is not 
* ſeared with an hot iron.“ But if inſtead of hum- 
bling ourſelyes before the Lord, we © ſet our mouth 
againſt the heavens, and let our tongue walk through 
the earth; if we caſt off fear and reſtrain prayer“; riot 
in wickedneſs, and wallow in {ſenſual pleaſures ; may 
we not expett that Omnipotence will call upon the 
{word of his juſtice to awake againſt us! Hence, 

2. Heaven now threatens and has already begun 
to puniſh us. Wrath from the Lord is gone out a- 
gainſt us. God, for our manifold provocations, 
ſeems determined to take vengeance on us. This is 
plainly intimated by our illuſtrious Preſident in his 
| excellent 
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excellent proclamation to aſſemble the nation for 
faſting and prayer. In that he ſpeaks of “our haz- 
ardous and affliftive fituation ; that we are loudly 
called to repentance and reformation, by exiſting or 
threatening calamities, the juſt judgment of God a- 
gainſt prevalent 1eiquity.” 

The danger with which we are immediately threat- 
ened, ariſes from the unfriendly diſpoſition of a 
foreign Power, which has already become the terror 
and ſcourge of its neighbours. That nation has 
made a great outcry about Liberty and Equality. Un- 
der ſuch a plauſible pretext ſhe has effected ſeveral 
revolutions in her own civil polity, whereby multi- 
tudes of her beſt citizens have been either butcher- 
ed or baniſhed. This has thrown the reins of gov- 
ernment into the hands of a few perſons, who are as 
arbitrary and inhuman, as ever diſgraced the annals 
of mankind. Theſe, after binding in chains their 
own countrymen at home, have extended their arms 
abroad, and inſtead of promoting the cauſe of free- 
dom, 'as was their avowed defign, have laid every 
State and Nation within their power, proſtrate at 
their feet. To what lengths they will be permitted 
to go, heaven only can tell. 

Their object, it is plain, is univerſal domination. 
They doubtleſs intend, as much as ever Alexander 
the great did, to conquer the world. Accordingly 
they have virtually decreed war upon all people not 
in league with themſelves, and who will not aid them 
in maintaining their ſyſtem of terror and oppreſſion, 
Nothing appears that they deſire peace upon any 
reaſonable terms; but ſo long as they can ſupport 
the war by rapine and plunder, which has been their 
mode of carrying it on, eſpecially of late, they will 
doubtleſs be diſpoſed to continue it, until they __ 

lave 
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have made all nations ſubmit to their tyrannical 
mandates. 

Now from ſuch an enemy, when we reflect upon 
our multiplied offences againſt God, and that he bas 
already begun to puniſh us by them, what have we 
not reaſon to fear, while our fins remain unrepented 
of, and are crying for vengeance ? 

This formidable foe of ours, appears determined 
to humble us. They have already greatly injured 
us, by taking much of the property of individual cit- 
izens, which ſenſibly aſfetts the whole community, 
And notwithſtanding all the wrongs they have done 
us, and the incalculable loſſes we have ſuſtained by 
them, they refuſe to receive our meſſengers of rec- 
onciliation, without immenſe ſums of money, as a 
peace-offering, and an acknowledgment of our ina- 
bility to defend ourſelves. Theſe faithful ſervants 
of our government, have been in their Capital for 
ſeveral months paſt, in a moſt painful and mortifying 
ſituation. 

Thus theſe ſcourges of mankind have done every 
thing in their power to injure us. They have made 
laws to annihilate our lawful commerce, and have 
actually deprived us of the profit of no inconſidera- 
ble part of it. They have plundered our citizens up- 
on the ſeas, wherever they could find them. And 
what is more humiliating ſtill, they have treated our 
government, and conſequently the whole nation, with 
| ſtudied and ſyſtematic indignity ! And this we juſtly 

deſerve: but not from tem ; for we have not injured 
them at all, having done them nothing but good. 

Heretofore, it is true, we have been under partic 
ular obligations to them, and have faithfully diſcharg- 
ed them. Since their ſtruggle for Liberty, as they 
wiſh to make the world believe, they have been great- 


ly 
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y indebted to us; for when almoſt or quite every 
nation in Europe was afraid, or unwilling, to acknowl- 
edge the authority of their government, we ſtepped 
forward and owned them as a fiſter Republic : and 
lent them all the aſſiſtance in our power, compatible 
with the neutral character, which we had a right to 
aſſume, and which they were profeſſedly willing we 
ſhould maintain. But they, inſtead of exerciſing the 
like friendfhip for us, have been ſecretly endeavoring 
to divide our councils, as well as to fow the ſeeds of 
diſcord amongſt the people: and finally, after annihi- 
lating our trade, on which our national welfare, if not 
our national exiſtence, eſſentially depends, to bring 
us under their tyrannical yoke. But this abuſive 
treatment we merit not from them! No; indeed, we 
do not. But from Heaven we unqueſtionably do, on 
account of our many crimes, both as individuals and 
as a nation. | 

Some of theſe have been named, and it ſeems prop- 
er to mention here, that we have added to all our 
other fins, that aggravated one of ingratitude ; than 
which perhaps no offence is ſo provoking, and 
therefore ſo likely to bring wrath upon us. Heaven 
has actually done great things for us, and hath follow-- 
ed us, as a people, with very generous ſtreams of 
goodneſs, ever ſince the firſt ſettlement of the coun- 
1 by our worthy fore-fathers. Eſpecially in times 
of difficulty and danger, God hath performed won- 
ders for us and hath laid us under the ſtrongeſt and 
moſt endearing obilgations to be virtuous and obedt- 
ent. Yet in return for theſe unmerited favors, we 
have been very unmindful of our great Deliverer and 
zonefator. As a juſt puniſhment for this and other 
oflences, he theatens to let looſe upon us a formidable 
enemy, who thirſts for blood and power, “as the 
hart panteth for the water brooks.” Nor 


( 17 ) 


Nor need we flatter ourſelves that their wicked- 
nels, as bad as they are, is any ſecurity to us; for it 
ſhould be conſidered that they have not had all the 
advantages for knowing their duty, with which we have 
been favoured, as the great maſs of the people have 
always been kept in popiſh ignorance and ſuperſti- 
tion, But allowing they are ever ſo diſpleaſing to 
Heaven, they are not the Jeſs fit on that account to 
be a rod in the hand of the Deity to puniſh other 
wicked nations, which he is determined to chaſtiſe. 
Againſt the diſobedient Jews, God frequently ſtirred 
up their enemies, who were groſs idolators, and diſ- 
regarded his authority entirely ; and made them in- 
ſtruments to puniſh his covenant people: after 
which, he atk vengeance on them. The Egyp- 
tians, Aſſyrians, and Babylonians, thoſe vile idola- 
tors, all in their turns, very grievouſly oppreſſed the 
Iſraelites. Nor did they eſcape the juſt judgments 
of Heaven for their wickedneſs. Witneſs the over- 
throw of Pharaoh, and his hoſt, in the red ſea. Con- 
cerning the next, God ſays, O Aſſyrian, the rod of 
mine anger, and the ſtaff in their hand is mine indig- 
nation, I will ſend him againſt an hypocritical na- 
tion, and againſt the people of my wrath will I give 
bim a charge, to take the ſpoil, and take the prey, 
and tread them down like the mire of the ftreets.” 
This people of God's wrath, againſt whom the ene- 
my was ſent, were the Jews. And it is added in a 
following verſe, + Wherefore it ſhall come to paſs, 
that when the Lord hath performed his whole work 
upon mount Zion, and on Jeruſalem, I will puniſh 
the fruit of the ſtout heart of the king of Aſſyria, 
and the glory of his high looks.” This accordingly 
took place in Hezekiah's time, when the angel of the 


Lord, in one night, ſlew an hundred fourſcore and 
C five 
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five thouſand of the Aſſyrians; and their king ſoon 
after came to an untimely end. And no one ac- 
quainted with the holy Scriptures, is ignorant of the 
dreadful ravages made in Judea and elſewhere by 
the Babylonians, accotding to the purpoſe of heaven. 
Nor did- theſe deſtroyers of mankind eſcape with 
impunity, but at length met with a terrible overthrow. 
The awful deſtruction of Babylon, was abundantly 
foretold by the inſpired Prophets, and the cauſe of 
it aſſigned; namely, her injuſtice and barbarity to 
other nations. One ſhort paſſage only ſhall be re- 
cited here. *I will render unto Babylon and to all 
the inhabitants of Chaldea, all their evil that they 
have done in Zion in your fight, ſaith the Lord. 
Behold, I am againſt thee, O deſtroying mountain, 
faith the Lord, which deſtroyeſt all the earth: and 
f will ftretch out mine hand upon thee, and roll thee 
down from the rocks, and will make thee a burnt 
mountain.” This divine threatening was not long af- 
ter executed by the Medes and Perſians. Nor is it 
impoſſible that God will preſently call upon the 
fword of his juſtice, to awake againſt thoſe blood- 
thirſty tyrants in Europe, who are endeavouring to 
ſpread terror and devaſtation through the world. 
But this will be no advantage to us, in caſe he firſt 
permit them to ruin us. This he threatens to do, 
either wholly or in part, and has already permitted 
them to make conſiderable progreſs in their intend- 
ed work. One thing, however, if done, we have 
every reaſon to believe will be effeQual to prevent 
the dreadful cataſtrophe. This is, proper applica- 
tion to Heaven in the ways of divine appointment ; 
which implies, on our part, humiliation, repentance, 


and fervent prayer, Hence, 
| 3. As 
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3. As an encouragement faithfully to perform the 
duties enjoined upon us this day, it ſeems proper to 
obſerve, that it appears to have been God's uniform 
practice to aſſiſt thoſe, who have ſuitably ſought his 
aid. When the Jews had forſaken the Lord, and 
he appeared determined to puniſh them in a ſignal 
manner, yet, upon their humbling themſelves be- 
fore him, and crying for ſuccour, he was always en- 
treated of them, and averted from them the tokens 
of his diſpleaſure. Very many are the inſtances of 
this kind left on ſacred record. A few of which 
only ſhall be recited. And we will go no further 
back than to Samuel's time. The Iſraelites were 
in imminent danger from their enemies the Philif- 
tines : and Samuel, who was their chief magiſtrate, 
as well as Prophet, told them that upon repentance 
the Lord would grant them deliverance. His words 


are theſe: „And Samuel ſpake unto all the houſe 


of Iſrael, ſaying, if ye do return unto the Lord with 
all your hearts, then put away the ſtrange gods, and 
Aſhtaroth, from among yau, and prepare your hearts 
unto the Lord, and ſerve him only; and he will de- 
liver you out of the hands of the Philiſtines. Then. 
the children of Iſrael did put away Balaam and Aſh- 
taroth, and ſerved the Lord only. And Samuel ſaid, 
gather all Iſrael to, Mizpeh, and I will pray for you 
unto the Lord, And they gathered together to 
Mizpeh, and drew water, and poured it out before 
the Lord, and faſted on that day, and ſaid there, we 
have ſinned againſt the Lord.” And we find by 
what follows, that in conſequence of their reforma- 
tion, Jehovah made a great ſlaughter amongſt their 
enemies, and gave them complete victory over them. 

Afterwards in Rehoboam's day, becauſe the Jews 
forſook the Lord, he ſuffered them to be invaded by 


a for- 


a formidable hoſt of the Egyptians : but upon their 
humbling themſelves before him, he ſent them word 
by his Prophet that his wrath ſhould not be poured 
out upon Jeruſalem by the hand of that ehemy. Soon 
aſter this, the Jews were attacked again by the Ethi- 
opeans, who came againft them with an hoſt of a thou- 
ſand thouſand men. But they were' fmitten and 
diſperſed in conſequence of proper application to the 
throne of grace. After this, in Hezekiah's time, the 
Moſt High wrought aſtoniſhing deliverance, for his 
people, the Jews, in conſequence of humiliation and 
prayer. 1 | | 
Suffice it to mention only the caſe of Nineveh, to 
ſhow further, that it hath been God's uniform prac- 
tice to avert from a people, the judgments he threat- 
ned to bring upon them, on condition they repented 
and turned to him. He ſent his Prophet to tell the 
Ninevites that in forty days their city ſhould be over- 
thrown. And we are told, the people believed God, 
proclaimed a faſt, and put on Tackcloth, from the 
greateſt of them to the leaſt. Let man and beaſt,” 
ſaid the king, „be covered with ſackcloth, and cry 
mightily unto God; yea, let them turn every one 
from his evil way, and from the violence that is in 
their hands. Who can tell, if God will return and 
repent, and turn away from his fierce anger that we 
periſh not,” Upon their ſolemn humiliatton and 
repentance, Cod was entreated of them and ſpared 
them. | 2 
And it ſhould be remembered, that wheneyer je- 
hovah threatens public bodies of people, as well as 
individuals, he does it conditionally, leaving it in 
their power to prevent the evil by timely repentance 
and reformation. Accordingly he ſays by his Pro- 
phet, “ At what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a 
| 4 nation 
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nation, and concerning akingdom, to pluck up and to 
pull down, and to deſtroy it; if that nation againſt 
whom 1 have pronounced, turn from their evil, I 
will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto 
them.” And ſays the Prophet, after reccommeding 
the obſeryance of the duties contained in the text and 
context, «Then will the Lord be jealous for his 
Jand and pity his people. Yea, the Lord will anſwer 
and ſay unto his people, behold I will ſend you corn 
and wine, and oil, and ye ſhall be ſatisfied therewith : 
and I will no more make you a reproach among the 
heathen ; but I will remove far off from you the 
northern army, and will drive him into a land bar. 
ren and deſolate.” Seeing therefore we have every 
reaſon to believe, judging from his word, and from 
his uniform conduct, that God will be entreated of us, 
and deliver us out of our prelent affhcive and haz- 
ardous ſituation, in caſe we confeſs and forſake our 


fins, ſhall we not do it with the greateſt promptitude 


and alacrity ? 

To this we have the ſtrongeſt motives of a tempo- 
ral kind, to mention none other; for were we not, 
in the eſtimation of our illuſtrious Chief, who has the 
beſt means of information, in very imminent danger, 
he never would have called upon more than five mil- 
lions of people, at this buſy ſeaſon of the year, to turn 
aſide from their common lawful employments, to 
feek the Lord by ſolemn fafting, humiliation and 
Prayer. But, 

4. As a further motive to the duties required of us 
this day, God always has appeared for us, as a people, 
when we have been in peculiar difficulty or danger, 
and have ſought his aid agreeably to his will. This was 
the cafe in'the bloody wars that our forefathers had 
with the natives; and afterwards in thoſe which 17 
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carried on between us in connection with the moth. 
er country, and the nation that now threatens to lay 
us proſtrate at her feet. So it was indeed in the ar- 
duous ſtruggle we had with Great Britain. When 


our country was attacked by this laſt power, whoſe 


r2{ources were immenſe, whoſe numbers were vaſtly 
ſuperior to ours, whoſe ſkill in politics and war was 
unequalled, whoſe fleets rode triumphant upon the 
ſeas, and whoſe arms had carried terror to the remoteſt 
regions, „America was then but juſt in the cradle of 
her political exiſtence ;” being few in number, and 
unacquainted with the art of war; without fleets, ar- 
mies, or magazines, as well as ſpecie for a circulating 
medium ; and what is worſe ſtill, without any perma- 
nent government, or any national bond of union. In 
2 word, we were in a moſt miſerable condition to de— 
tend ourlelves againſt ſuch a formidable foe. But 
notwithſtanding all our weakneſs. and inſufficiency, 
we lacked nothing: Heaven ſupplied all our wants, 
The Lord of hoſts and God of armies taught © our 
hands to. war, and our fingers to fight.” He crown- 
ed our arms with ſucceſs, and, in due time, gave us 
victory complete. 

But he did not this without beta ſought unto in 
the moſt devout and fervent manner, People then 
were not ſo unmindful of their dependence on divine 
Providence, as to neglett the ſolemn and important 
work of humiliation, faſting and prayer. As bad as 
people then were, multitudes of petitions and cries 
from the hearts of the godly went up to heaven, that 
the great Diſpoſer of events would grant us his pro- 
teQtion and bleſſing. 

And it mult give the friends of religion, whoſe 
eyes are upon the Lord of hoſts for help, very 
peculiar ſatisfaction, that, at this evil day, our chief 
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Magiſtrate is thoughtful and virtuous enough to call 
people to their duty. May the great multitude fol- 
low his advice and example. If they do, I am per- 
ſuaded Heaven will appear for us, and ſoon cauſe our 
public affairs to wear a more agreeable aſpect. This 
one thing is certain, that we can ſay as Samuel of old 
did, „Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.“ And, 
as this is the caſe, it is both unwiſe and ungrate- 
ful, not to look to him for ſuccour in time to come. 

5. The great and animating national proſpetts, 
which we have before us, may well ſtimulate us to do 
every thing in our power, that will tend to preſerve 
our invaluable rights and privileges. Our national 
advantages are unequalled, and Heaven ſeems to be 
determined, if our fins do not prevent, to make us 
one of the greateſt and moſt important empires in the 
world. Our territory is large—our ſoil rich—our 
climate healthful—our revenues reſpetable—our 
credit flouriſhing—our citizens enlightened, induſ- 
trious and enterprizing—our government the beſt in 
the world—our reſources immenſe, and our popu- 
lation rapidly increaſing. Nor is this all, but we are 
free and independent, acknowledging no maſter but 
God Almighty, who is our rightful Sovereign and the 
father of mercies. 

And as we are guarded from all the powers in the 
world, that are able to harm us, by the vaſt diſtance 
we are fy6m them, and by the immenſe ocean that 
rolls between us, we have peculiar advantages for 
preſerving our invaluable privileges. We ſhall ſtand 
a much fairer chance to eſcape foreign invaſion, 
than other nations in the old quarters of the world; 


and if we ſhould be attacked, we ſhall be much like- 


lier than they, other things being equal, to defend 
ourſelves, With 
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With theſe immenfe advantages, and thoſe of a 
fimilar nature, how ſwiftly, in caſe we are unmoleſt- 
ed and are proſpered, ſhall we riſe into amazing con- 
ſequence ? What will this nation, fifty or an hun- 
dred years hence be, on ſuppoſition it grows as faſt, in 
proportion to its advantages, in time to come, as it 
has done in time paſt ? Will there be a nation in the 
world, that we ſhall need either to fear or to envy, 
if our fins do not provoke Heaven to forſake us? 

O then let us not run the riſk of loſing forever 
theſe immenſe advantages, by refuſing to purſue the 
moſt ſuitable and the moſt laudable meaſures to re- 
tain them, and to hand them down to poſterity. If 
we once loſe our independence, Heaven 5 knows 
when we ſhall be able to regain it. European na- 
tions now behold our growing importance with envi- 
ous eyes; and if they once get us under the yoke, 
it is not improbable they may combine together to 
keep us there. 

We can much eaſier preſerve our rights and priv- 
ileges while we have them, than recover them after 
they are taken from us. There is vaſtly leſs difh- 
culty in maintaining our ſovereignty and indepen- 
dence, while we are maſters, than there will be in re- 
gaining them after we become ſervants. This leads 
me to obſerve, | 

6. That the conſideration of our numerous poſ- 
terity furniſhes us with very forcible arguments to 
adopt and purſue the beſt meaſures for our country's 
good. For how many millions of people will, in all 
probability, inhabit this immenſe territory of land, 
within leſs than half a century from now, even while 
our dhildren, and ſome of us are on the ſtage ? And, 
Hall we be the means of leaving them in Wenne, 

when 
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when we ourſelves were left free? In vain did our 
ious and brave forefathers, ſuffer and fight and 
bleed and die, to ſecure and perpetuate to poſterity, 
rights and privileges the moſt precious and the moſt in- 
valuable, in caſe our fins provoke heaven to ſtrip us 
of them almoſt as ſoon as we begin to enjoy them! 
In vain too did thoſe illuſtrious patriots, who fell in 
the field of battle, fighting manfully for freedom and 
independence, facrifice their lives to obtain theſe in- 
eſtimable objeRs, that poſterity might enjoy them to 
the lateſt generation ; if we, as a juſt puniſhment for 
our multiplied offences, are deſtined, upon break- 
ing one yoke, to put on another, and to leave it on 
our children! Could both the former and the lat- 
ter of theſe now behold our hazardous fituation and 
addreſs us, would they not be arouſed at thoſe fins 
of ours which call for vengeance : and adjure us, 
by the blood they ſpilt, by the treaſure they expend- 
ed, by the perils they deſpiſed, by the toils they en- 
dured, and the ſufferings they underwent, to humble 
ourſelves before the Lord and implore his aid ! But 
if we do not, and our enemies accompliſh their hoſ- 
tile deſigns againſt us, will not thoſe, who ſhall 
come after us, curſe their day, and even their prede- 
ceſſors, who were once free and independent; but 
for their rebellion, pride, and incorrigibleneſs, were 
ſtripped of theſe invaluable bleſſings? This, my 
friends, is an argument, of weight; for our children 
are a part of ourſelves, and we are always laying up 
for them. But had we not better leave them vir- 
tuous and free, though we have no other portion 
for them, than in affluent circumſtances, under the 
yoke of an enemy, whoſe religious principles are 
not leſs corrupt and dangerous than their civil ones? 
D Hence, 
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Hence,——7. It appears pertinent to obſerve fur- 
ther, that we are not only in danger of being rob- 
bed of our civil rights, but .alſo of our religious 
privileges. The government that threatens-us, has 

rhaps done every thing in its power. to overthrow 
both natural and revealed religion. As a ſingle 
proof of this, they have enlarged the week, by ad- 
ding to the number of days that compoſe it, and of 
courſe have ſhut out the holy Sabbath. This evin- 
ces that they have generally rejected the Scriptures, 
and are infidels. Thus they are a nation of deiſts, 
ot atheiſts, and ſcarcely acknowledge that the heav- 
ens do rule. And if we come under their authority 
or direction, their influence will probably be as great 
in religion as in politics. Therefore, 

8. The honor of God in the world appears to be 
nearly concerned in the controverſy. For they 
depend upon their own proweſs, and boaſt very much, 


as the haughty king of Aſſy ria did, who ſaid, « Are 


not my princes altogether kings? Is not Calno as 
Carchemiſh ? Is not Hamath as Arpad? Is not Sa- 
maria as Damaſcus? As my hand hath found the 
kingdoms of the idols, and whoſe graven images did 
excel them of [Jeruſalem and Samaria; ſhall I not, 
as I have done unto Samaria and her idols, fo do to 
ſeruſalem and her idols?“ This haughty monarch 
fet heaven at defiance; and do not our enemies the 
fame? This is greatly in our favor, in caſe we are 
diſpoſed to do our duty. But if we are unconcern- 
ed about the honor of God, can we expect he will 
be concerned for our good? © Them that honor 
me, I will honor, and them that deſpiſe me, ſhall be 
lighty eſteemed,” faith the Lord. It becomes us to 
tocl for the cauſe of God, to tremble for the ark; 
and to pray for the peace of Jeruſalem, 
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FinaLlLy, from a conſideration of futurity, it high- 
jy becomes us to humble ourſelves beiore the Lord, 
and implore his forgiveneſs. This 1s as much our 
intereſt, as it is our duty ; for although the wicked 
and incorrigible may be ſuffered to flouriſh, for a 
ſcaſon, like ** a green bay tree;” yet their feet ſtand 
upon ſlippery places, and in due time they muſt 
{lide. This idea is worthy of the moſt ſerious and 
ſpeedy conſideration ; for allowing we ſhall be able 
to defend ourſelves againſt the enemy, and be ſuf- 
fered to proſper in this world, yet what good will 
all our boaſted freedom do us, if we muſt preſently 
lie down in everlaſting ſorrows ? We are naturally in 
bondage to ſin and Satan, the worſt of tyrants ; nor 
can any thing free us from them, but real repentance. 
And if civil liberty be ſo precious and dear to us, 
what 1s the freedom of the goſpel worth ? Certainly, 
the latter as much exceeds the former in real value, 
as eternity is longer than time, and as life is better 
than death! O then *let us amend our ways and our 
doings ; let us return unto the Lord, who will have 


mercy upon us, and to our God, who will abundantly 
pardon,” —AMEN, 
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